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Courtesy translation

Dear Mr. Speaker,

Allow me to convey, on behalf of the Parliament of the Republic of Albania and on my personal
behalf, the deepest gratitude to you and the Danish Folketinget for the continuous support to
Albania and its path to the European Union.

The support of the Kingdom of Denmark and yours personally has been a great encouragement
for the progress of Albania's European integration process, which the Albanian people will never
forget.

The decision of the Council of the European Union, on 25 March 2020, for the opening of the
accession negotiations with the Republic of Albania, based on the progress with the reforms and
the meeting of the conditions set by the Council, is an inspiration and an obligation to continue
committed in meeting the obligations of the integration process.

Parliament of Albania is making a key contribution to our country's European path, guaranteeing
the democratic legitimacy and the legal and political control of the process, as well as the
compliance of laws with the EU standards, guaranteeing a better quality of the national
legislation.

Parliament of Albania is also committed in supporting important reforms in the framework of
Albania's European integration, such as the electoral reform, justice reform and the meeting of
the European Council recommendations on the preparation of the negotiating framework. We are
confident in the support of Denmark for the negotiations to open as soon as possible and to start
the discussion of the negotiations' chapters.

Attached to this letter [ send you a copy of the Resolution of the Albanian Parliament on "The
opening of negotiations for the accession of Albania to the European Union and the adoption of
the plan of measures for addressing the priorities defined by the Council of the European
Union", as well as the "The plan of measures for addressing the priorities defined by the
Council of the European Union", recently adopted by Parliament of Albania.

Conveying you once again my deepest gratitude, please accept, Mr. Speaker, the assurances of
my highest consideration.

With warm regards,
Gramoz RUCI
H.E.Mr. Henrik Dam KRISTENSEN

Speaker of the Danish Folketinget
COPENHAGEN

Offentligt






REPUBLIKA E SHQIPERISE
KUVENDI
KRYETARI

Tirané, mé 29.09.2020.
I nderuar zoti Kryetar,

N& emér t& Kuvendit t&€ Republikés s& Shqipérisé dhe emrin tim personal mé lejoni t’Ju shpreh
mirénjohjen e thellé Juve dhe Folketingut Danez p&r mbéshtetjen e Shqipérisé né rrugétimin e
saj drejt Bashkimit Europian.

Mbgshtetja e Danimarkés dhe Juaja personalisht ka qené njé inkurajim i madh pér avancimin
e procesit t& integrimit europian t& Shqipérisé, t& cilén populli shqiptar nuk do ta harrojé kurré.

Vendimi i marré nga Késhilli i Bashkimit Europian né daten 25 mars 2020 pér hapjen e
negociatave pér anétarésimin e Republikés s& Shqipérisé, i bazuar né progresin e arritur né
reformat dhe pérmbushjen e kushteve t& pércaktuara nga Késhilli, &shts njé inspirim e detyrim
pér t& vijuar me pérkushtim né pérmbushjen e detyrimeve t& procesit t& integrimit.

Kuvendi i Shqipérisé po jep njé kontribut ky¢ n& rrugétimin europian t& vendit tong, duke
garantuar legjitimitetin demokratik dhe kontrollin ligjor e politik t& procesit dhe
pérputhshméring e ligjeve me standartet e BE-sé, duke garantuar njé cilési mé t& miré 18
legjislacionit kombétar.

Kuvendi i Shqipérisé &sht gjithashtu i angazhuar né mbéshtetjen e reformave t& réndésishme
n& kuadrin e integrimit europian t& Shqipéris, si reforma zgjedhore, reforma né drejtési dhe
plot&simi i rekomandimeve t& Késhillit Europian, pér pérgatitjen e kuadrit negociues. Ne kemi
besim se do t&€ kemi edhe mbéshtetjen e Danimarkés qé negociatat t& ¢elen sa mé shpejt dhe t&
fillojé sa mé paré diskutimi i kapitujve t& tyre.

Bashkangjitur ké&saj letre, po Ju dérgoj njé kopje te Rezolutés s& Kuvendit t& Shqipérisé “Mbi
hapjen e negociatave té anétarésimit té Shqipérisé né Bashkimin Evropian dhe miratimin e
planit & masave pér pérmbushjen e pérparésive té pércaktuara nga Késhilli i Bashkimit
Evropian”, si edhe “Planin e masave pér pérmbushjen e pérparésive té pércaktuara nga
Késhilli i Bashkimit Evropian”, miratuar sé fundi nga Kuvendi i Shqipérisé.

Duke Ju shprehur edhe njé heré mirgnjohjen time mé t& thellg, ju lutem pranoni, z. Kryetar,
sigurimet e konsideratés sime mé t& larté.

Pé&rzemérsisht,

Gramoz RUCI

Sh.T.Z Henrik dam KRISTENSEN
Kryetar i Folketingut Danez
KOPENHAGEN
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REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

ASSEMBLY

DRAFT - RESOLUTION

ON

“THE OPENING OF THE NEGOTIATIONS FOR THE ACCESSION OF ALBANIA TO
THE EUROPEAN UNION
AND
THE PLAN OF MEASURES FOR ADDRESSING THE PRIORITIES DEFINED BY
THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION”

Pursuant to the Constitution of the Republic of Albania, Law no. 15/2015 “On the Role of the
Assembly in the integration process of the Republic of Albania into the European Union”, and

Regulation of the Assembly of the Republic of Albania;

Having regard to the decision of the Council of the European Union dated 25 March 2020, for

the opening of the accession negotiations of the Republic of Albania, in light of the progress

achieved on reforms and fulfilment of the conditions set unanimously by the Council of the

European Union;

- Emphasising the primary role of the Assembly in overseeing and monitoring the activity of
state institutions for European integration in fulfilling the conditions of the integration process
and serving as a bridge between the stakeholders involved;

- Appreciating the continued support that the European Union and its Member States have

provided to Albania for the implementation of the undertaken reforms to consolidate the rule

of law, to strengthen the democratic institution and to uphold the human rights;

- Endorsing the adoption of the new Negotiations Methodology by the Council of the European
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Union, which aims to provide to the process more dynamism, reliability, predictability and a
stronger political will;

Having regard to the draft-Negotiating Framework with the Republic of Albania, which defines
the principles and procedures according to which the accession negotiations will take place,
prescnted by the European Commission on 1 July 2020;

Having regard to the decision of the Council of the European Union that the first
Intergovernmental Conference be convened as soon as possible after the adoption of the
Negotiating Framework by the Council, and prior to that, Albania should have adopted the
electoral reform in accordance with OSCE/ODIHR recommendations, ensuring the continued
enhancement of the agreed and all-inclusive international standards; ensuring transparent
financing of political parties and electoral campaigns; ensuring the continued implementation
of judicial reforin, including ensuring the functioning of the Constitutional Court and the High
Court, taking into account relevant international expertise including applicable opinions of the
Venice Commission; finalise the establishment of the anti-corruption and organised crime
specialised structures; to further strengthen the fight against corruption and organised crime,
including through cooperation with Member States of the European Union and through the
Action Plan to address the Financial Action Task Force (FATF) recommendations;

On the basis of priorities set in the Negotiating Framework, defined by the Council of the
European Union on 25 March 2020, to be presented to Albania in the First Intergovernmental
Conference,

The Assembly of the Republic of Albania:

Welcomes the historic decision of the European Union on the opening of the accession
negotiations with the Republic of Albania.
Endorses the progress achieved with the reforms related to European integration, which led to
the fulfilment of the conditions for the opening of the accession negotiations and to the
respective decision of the Council of the European Union.
Reconfirms that the negotiations and accession process with full rights in the European Union
is the major objective of the foreign policy of the Republic of Albania and it is high on its
national agenda, as a country which aims at and it is fully committed to consolidation of
democracy, respect for the principles of the rule of law, protection of human rights and
fundamental freedoms and those of minorities, political dialogue, transparency, all-

inclusiveness and functional market economy, which consist the common values upon which
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10.

11.

the European Union is founded;

Reaffirms its approach that the progress on the accession process of Albania to the European
Union is based on the development and full implementation of transformative and irreversible
reforms.

Emphasises that the constructive political dialogue within the constitutional institutional
framework is essential for the consolidation of a functioning democracy and for the accession
process to the European Union.

Was informed of the Action Plan for addressing the priorities set in the Conclusions of the
Council of the European Union dated 25 March 2020.

Urges the Government and all other responsible institutions to consolidate the reforms
implemented and to further deepen the reforms to address the priorities set in the Conclusions
of the Council of the European Union dated 25 March 2020.

Requests that the Government coordinate with the responsible institutions and report quarterly
to the Assembly on the implementation of the Action Plan in question.

Encourages the Office of the Chief Negotiator to continue the inter-institutional cooperation for
an objective presentation to the European institutions and the Member States of the European
Union on the achievements and the progress of the implemented reforms.

Commits itself to monitor the implementation of the Action Plan by further strengthening the
activity of the bodies through which the Assembly exercises its responsibility in the process of
accession of the Republic of Albania to the European Union, including the Committee of
European Integration and the National Council for European Integration, with a view to
strengthening the comprehensive dialogue and increasing transparency in this process.
Commits itself to interact and monitor with high responsibility all the Institutions involved,
which have the duty to take measures for addressing with urgency the six priority conditions,
such as: implementing the electoral reform in accordance with OSCE/ODIHR
recommendations, ensuring transparent financing of political parties and electoral campaigns;
ensuring the continued implementation of judicial reform, including ensuring the functioning
of the Constitutional Court and the High Court, taking into account relevant international
expertise, including applicable opinions of the Venice Commission; finalising the establishment
of the anti-corruption and organised crime specialised structures; strengthening further the fight
against corruption and organised crime, including through cooperating with EU Member States

and through the action plan to address the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
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12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

recommendations, as well as amending the media law in line with the recommendations of the
Venice Commission.

Commits itself to guarantee and strengthen the integrity and independence of constitutional and
legitimate institutions.

Commits itself to strengthen the interaction and diplomatic activity with the parliaments of the
Member States of the European Union, with a view to becoming more familiar with the
implementation of reforms by Member States and with their public opinion.

Commits itself to continue to review with priority and in a broad consultation process, the legal
framework aimed at approximation of the Albanian legislation with the legislation of the
European Union including initiatives, which are part of the accession agenda of the Republic of
Albania, in line with the Constitution and international conventions.

Calls on the civil society, stakeholders and all social actors to be substantially involved in the
discussions of the National Council for the European Integration and in other platforms, in light
of being better informed about this process of a significant priority in the interest of the country.
On the basis of the achievements of the implementation of key priorities of the Action Plan, the
Assembly of the Republic of Albania encourages the European Union and its Member States to
take the decision on convening the first Intergovernmental Conference as soon as possible

within the year 2020.

Adopted on, / 2020




REPUBLIC OF ALBANIA

MINISTRY FOR EUROPE AND FOREIGN AFFAIRS

PLAN OF MEASURES FOR ADDRESSING THE PRIORITIES DEFINED BY THE
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

21 September 2020



Introduction

Opening of the accession negotiations to the European Union

Accession to the European Union is the strategic objective of Albania, which is at the core of
domestic and foreign policy. The government program 2017-2021 aims to start, as soon as
possible, the accession negotiation process. The accession negotiations consist a process of
national strategic importance for Albania, as a country that aims to consolidate democracy, respect
for the principles of the rule of law, protection of fundamental human rights and freedoms, political
dialogue. transparency, inclusiveness and a functioning market economy, which constitute the
common values on which the European Union is founded. Progress in the accession negotiation
process is based on the development and implementation of transformative and irreversible
reforms.

On 25 March 2020, the General Affairs Council of the European Union decided to open the
accession negotiations with Albania, based on the progress achieved in the reforms and the
fulfilment of the conditions set unanimously by the Council in June 2018. On 26 March 2020, the
Council of the European Union adopted the decision of the EU General Affairs Council to open
the negotiations with Albania. This decision of the European Union is a political signal of an
outmost importance for Albania, which shows that the country is moving towards the right
direction, through difficult but indispensable reforms. The government and all state institutions
should consolidate the implemented reforms and further deepen the reforms to address the
priorities of the European integration process. Following the positive decision on launching
Albania’s accession talks, the next major step we expect to take is the organization of the First
Intergovernmental Conference, marking the first political step of the accession negotiations.

The Plan of Measures for addressing the priorities defined by the EU Council.

The plan sets out measures to be taken by state institutions to address the priorities defined by the
Council on 25 March 2020. This Council decided that the first Intergovernmental Conference be
convened as soon as possible after the adoption of the Negotiating Framework by the Council, and
prior to that, Albania should have adopted the electoral reform in accordance with OSCE/ODIHR
recommendations, ensuring transparent financing of political parties and electoral campaigns;
ensuring the continued implementation of judicial reform, including ensuring the functioning of
the Constitutional Court and the High Court, taking into account relevant international expertise
including applicable opinions of the Venice Commission; finalising the establishment of the anti-
corruption and organised crime specialised structures; strengthening further the fight against
corruption and organised crime, including through cooperation with Member States of the
European Union and through the action plan addressing the Financial Action Task Force (FATF)
recommendations.



On 25™ of March 2020, the Council defined other important priorities along with the priorities of
the Negotiating Framework, which will be presented to Albania at the first Intergovernmental
Conference.

The Plan sets out tangible measures for each of these priorities, assigning the responsible
institutions for their implementation, in compliance with the deadlines defined in the Plan. Thus,
the Plan builds on the priorities of the decision of March 2020, which are crucial, both in terms of
progress in the next step of the process, the first Intergovernmental Conference, and also during
the negotiation process. This Plan engages the highest state institutions. It is adopted by the
Assembly, based on the primary role of the Assembly in the fulfilment of the obligations of the
integration process and in the monitoring of the activity of state structures in relation to European
integration, also serving as a bridge between the actors involved.

Consultation process

Since the measures of the Action Plan include a considerable number of high state institutions, the
Plan was discussed on 9 June 2020 at an extended meeting of the National Council for European
Integration, with the participation of the President of the Republic, the Speaker of the Assembly,
The Prime Minister, representatives of the institutions of the justice system, etc. This discussion
was based, not only on the importance of the National Council for European Integration as a
comprehensive consultative body for European integration, but also on the need for an Action Plan
not only for the government, but a nationwide and an inter-institutional one, with a strong political
support and unquestionable will for fulfilling the measures within the deadlines set in the plan.

The suggestions presented during the meeting of the National Council for European Integration
and those presented in writing by the institution of the President of the Republic, the High
Prosecutorial Council, the Special Prosecution Office against Corruption and Organized Crime,
the Institute for Democracy and Mediation and the Albanian Helsinki Committee are widely
considered in the final version of the Action Plan.

Monitoring the implementation of the Action Plan

The Assembly will monitor the implementation of the Action Plan, through further strengthening
the activity of the bodies through which the Assembly exercises its responsibility in the accession
process to the European Union, such as the Committee for European Integration and the National
Council for European Integration, in order to strengthen the all-inclusive dialogue and to increase
transparency in the accession process to the European Union. This monitoring will be based on
periodic reporting by the institutions responsible for the implementation of the measures of the
Plan.
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